
COURSE OUTLINE
Topics in Forest Technology (FOR 295-01) 
     FALL 2004
I.
GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION
Schedule: 
Lecture – Web-based class. Class outline will be distributed weekly. Lessons for the                                                           week will be available at midnight Sunday of each week.
     
Lab - Section 01: July 15- 16, 2004 at DSLCC
NOTE:  LAB WILL MEET IN ROOM 375, THEN DEPART FOR THE FIELD
Instructor:  
Ward Robens ;   Tel: (540) 863-2894; e-mail: wrobens@dl.vccs.edu
Office:  

354 Scott Hall - Office hours for class assistance and advisement:



Monday;
8:30 - 11:00 a.m.

Tuesday: 
9:30 - 11:00 a.m. and 3:30 - 5:00 p.m.

Thursday:  
9:30 - 11:00 a.m. and 3:30 - 5:00 p.m.

Friday:

8:00 - 12:00 noon

II.
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This introductory forestry class modeled after the Forestry Guide for Agriculture Education in Virginia will offer Vocational Agriculture education teachers and students a course in Forest Technology that will serve as certification credit to teach forestry in high school.  Three credit hours are granted by DSLCC upon satisfactory completion of this course.

III.
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
This course will update educators on the latest forestry-related technologies and issues that face business and industries in today’s competitive work environment.  The course includes a mandatory two-day laboratory component conducted at DSLCC in the summer. The lab will include the hands on experience essential to train forest technicians to use the latest tools and techniques. The lab will include field demonstrations, forestry tool use and outdoor lab experiences. 
The course will serve as a refresher in topics such as:


Tree identification (Dendrology)


Forest measurement (Mensuration)


Urban Forestry


Sawmilling and Timber Harvesting

Forest Management (Silviculture)


Forest Marketing


Forest and Wildlife Ecology


Lumber Grading


Forest Fire Control


Environmental issues


Mapping, GPS and Aerial Photographs

IV.
INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS

Basic information will be distributed via a Web-based format to be completed at school or home using                “Blackboard” and “Centra” software. 
 V.
REQUIRED TEXT AND SUPPLIES
“Forestry Guide for Agriculture Education in Virginia” – Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of Education – Catalogue # 0.02.10
Other (optional) References:  

Internet links and other available references will be provided at the two-day summer field lab.
Equipment:
Required:
Windows 98 with “Word” . 
VI.
GRADING POLICY
Grades will be determined as follows:


1.
Tests (2)
20%
                                               A = 90% +

2.  Weekly homework 
40%




           B = 80 – 89%

3.
Final Exam   
20%
                                               C = 70 – 79%

4.  Lab attendance
20%





D = 60 – 69%









F = below 60%

VII.
ATTENDANCE AND ASSIGNMENT POLICY
Each student is expected to check the weekly class and assignment on the Web at their convenience.  It is also the responsibility of the student to make-up missed instruction and handout materials.  

All Work assignments will have a DUE DATE.  Grades for the assignment will be lowered one letter grade for each 24-hour period the work is submitted past the DUE DATE up to 4 days.  After 4 calendar days a “0" will be assigned.

Withdrawal: A student can withdraw from the course without academic penalty within the first eight (8) weeks of the semester.  Otherwise, the student will receive a grade of "F".  Merely not participating in class DOES NOT constitute withdrawal from the course.  Refer to the DSLCC catalog for complete procedures for withdrawal.


Enrollment: VCCS policy prohibits enrolling in a failed or non-completed course more than twice unless mitigating circumstances exist.

Fall Academic Calendar:
Classes begin:





Monday, August 23, 2004
Labor Day Holiday (No classes)





Monday, September 6, 2004 

Last Day to Add/Drop or receive refund




Monday, September 7, 2004
Semester Break (No classes)





Tuesday, October 12, 2004
Last Day to Withdraw without Academic Penalty


Monday, October 25, 2004
Thanksgiving Holiday (No classes)




Wed. Nov. 24 through Fri. Nov. 26, 2004
Last Day of classes





Friday, December 10, 2004
Final Exams (reading days, snow make-up) 


Mon. Dec. 14 through Thurs. Dec. 17, 2004


Conduct and Behavior Policy:
It is always assumed that written work offered for credit is the student’s own unless proper credit is given the original author. Web based classes require a commitment from the student to perform the work assignments on a weekly basis.  Collusion or collaboration with other students in the preparation of weekly assignments is prohibited.  Collaboration with other students on specific projects may be approved by the instructor. Please refer to the DSLCC Catalogue and Handbook on page 32 for the college’s statement on scholastic dishonesty.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE – Topics in Forestry Technology - FOR 295
Week 1
Lesson 1
Introduction to Forestry ( A Forest is…)
Week 2
Lesson 2
How do Trees Grow (VDOF handout)

Week 3
Lesson 3
Dendrology (Forest Trees of Virginia) 

Week 4
Lesson 4
The Forest as a Community (Forestry and Wildlife Myths, VDOF)
Week 5
Lesson 5
Maps and Aerial Photos (Topographic Map)
Week 6 
Lesson 6
Silviculture
(Virtual Tour)


TEST 1 (10%)

Week 7
Lesson 7
Siviculture Cont..
Week 8
Lesson 8
Surveying

Week 9
Lesson 9
Mensuration 
Week 10
Lesson 10
Best Management Practices (BMP’s) (VDOF Handout on BMP)

Week 11
Lesson 11
Timber Harvesting (A Guide to Hardwood Log Grading)
Week 12
Lesson 12
Sawmilling 
Week 13
Lesson 13
Lumber Grading
Week 14
Lesson 14
Protecting the Forest (lesson 15 in book) 
Week 15
Lesson 15
Forest Technology 


TEST 2
Week 16
Lesson 16
Forestry Careers    
Final Exam
Date To be announced  

Whr 04
